THE HOFFMAN HERALD

“Choose for yourselves today whom you will serve...as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:15

Fall 2000
Now that we've been here a couple months it’s time to bring you up to date. Wow, where do we begin?
The adjustment to Ecuador has been fairly easy. We're sure that is due to much prayer from you. It also may
have something to do with the fact it reminds us so much of our time growing up in Papua New Guinea.
We have made our house (bungalo) ahome, with much ¢ - Il‘l, -
creative thought put into it. Being patient is a key to this &
culture; 1 am learning that “manana’ means anytime after \
tomorrow! Although there is a laid back attitude, the '.
Ecuadorians are incredibly nice and helpful. Getting around by ?
myself is a huge challenge! Not only do | stand out because of :
my height and blond hair, but also | have “Gringo” written on :
my forehead. As | try to communicate what | want at the
market, flower shop, or the hardware store, | really act out
words to get the point across! | must seem like a huge fool, but
they laugh with me and both of us are thrilled once the
message in conveyed!
| think the best part of being here is watching my boys
experience so much more than they could if we were still in
Oakhurst—the weather, the animals, the adventures, and the
close knit school. Some neat things about the school are the weekly chapels, weekly Bible memory verses,
swimming at the river on Wednesdays, buying ice cream at Friday recess from an Ecuadorian on a bicycle, and
small class sizes). Watching them build relationships with other kids and having a neighborhood type
atmosphere has been wonderful. They are incredibly excited about riding the 250
yards to school each day!
The reason we are here in Ecuador is because MAF needs
David to teach at the Nate Saint School. While everyone knew what
David would be doing, | had many people ask me what | would do
while | was here. Well, at first | realy didn’t know. | have found
that my time is filled with cooking (I had to learn to cook from
scratch), walking to get anywhere, and keeping track of my kids
and husband. In some ways those are the same things | did back
home! But the wonderful surprise for me is that God has given
me new relationships with a few Ecuadorians who speak some
English. One person | am getting to know is the lady who is
tutoring me in Spanish. She is amazingly patient with me! She
brings her family over Monday nights so we can practice as a
family. Two other days | work with her alone.
| have aso found myself involved in helping in
Ecuadorian weddings! Yes, that's what | said! Not as a
coordinator, but as a florist and photographer!  Although
RS Ecuadorian weddings are different from what I'm used to, | love
R being involved and getting into their world to work with them to pull
a wedding off. Even without knowing the language, it's amazing how
people can communicate and understand each other. In addition | have
- had the opportunity to share my struggles with dyslexiawith afamily to help
them understand their son more and give them some hope and tools to help him. So




that’sit in anutshell! God brought David down as a teacher, but | see how Heisusing me. | am so grateful that
He can use me.

David has had the hardest time
adjusting to our new situation. Being back
in the classroom after four years at the
County Office of Education was a rough
transition for him. The great part of being
a teacher here is that he only has seven
students and they are awesome. They like
to call him to go to the river, or to play
“Capture the Flag”. They’ve asked him
more than once to play Mud Football in
the rain, but he has yet to do that! The kids
have redly taken a liking to David.
David's commute is about three minutes;
he loves that! The language barrier for him
seems not to be such a huge gap; he did
take Spanish in college, and knows more
than | ever thought he knew! Our neighbor
is a doctor with HCJIB and is aso an avid
bike rider. He and David like to join each other on early morning bike rides. David has enjoyed setting up our
web site. | am very proud of what he has done with it! If you need more information on us and want to see
pictures, check it out!

| hope this letter brings you up to date on what is going on in our lives. But why are we here? It's
because God called us here. You may wonder how it affects getting the Word out to people who don’t know
Christ. It's like a big puzzle and we all have a part in putting the pieces together. The MAF pilots fly the
airplanes that help take missionaries out to the villages; they bring in people with medical emergencies, carry
supplies for community development, and national pastors and evangelist to tribal areas. These pilots have
children, and they need teachers to teach the kids. That's where we fit in. The teachers teach not only MAF
children, but aso the children of the HCIB doctors and staff. Each person is so important to this puzzle. If one
piece is missing, the picture just isn't right. So we are a small part, but an important part! And you are also a
part of the puzzle, because without your prayer and financial support we could not be here. Thank you for
making the puzzle complete and making a beautiful picture.

Ellyn for David, Dustin, and Taylor Hoffman

Praise:

- WEe'rethankful all our boxes and bicycles have arrived safely in Shell.
- Theboys have adjusted easily and quickly to their new life here.

- We've enjoyed making new friends.

Prayer:

- Eventhough lifeisalittle slower paced here, it’s still easy to become too busy. Pray that we will keep
focused on our priorities.

- Aswe make a decision regarding next year, pray that we will know God'’ s next steps for our family.

- Pray for us as we continue to build relationships with Ecuadorians and missionaries.
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