Thingstakelonger thantheydo. This changeis subjectto plan. Nothingworks but everythingworks
out. If you don't like the weather,wait twenty minutes.Theseare a few of the sayingsused by
missionaries here in Ecuador, and the longer we are here, the more we understand how true they are.

Things take longerto do herebecausat takestwice aslong to find the partsyou need,if they are
availableat all. Gettinga vehicleregistereda pieceof furniture built, or a pieceof equipmentepaired
will requiremultiple trips sincethingsarevery rarely readyon the dateyou've beentold they will be.
No matterhow muchyou work on a plan, you canbe sureit will changeNot just once,but several
times. On the job or aroundthe house,we find that old and worn equipmentand facilities are in
constanineedof attention.If you can'tfind the correctpart, the materialyou need,or the propertool,
you canbet that with a little ingenuity anda lot of thought,

someone will come up with a way to get the job done.

Meanwhile,the pilots keepon gettingthe job done,day after

day. One of their biggest obstaclesis weather. There is
nothing that will tear a plan to shreds faster than bad weather.
It often meansthat the pilots don't get off the grounduntil

after 9:30 AM, their itinerary might changeseveraltimes
during the day, andit occasionallyneansthey unexpectedly
spenda night in the jungle. For the pilots, as well as other

MAF staff, it's important to be flexible.

Recentlywe becameconcernedvhenfuel starteddisappearingrom our storageanks.We wonderedf
it was beingtaken,but it turnedout it was leaking into the
ground.Ron Granttackledthe taskof replacing55 metersof
old andleaky fuel line (photoabove).Along the way he had
to searchin Quito for sawbladesto cut throughthe concrete
apronin front of the hangarusing a hand-heldcircular saw.
He also set up a temporaryfuel pump (photo on the left),
mounting it in on a small drum. Throughit all he had to
dodge planes and work around torrential rains. It was a
challenge,and as usual, Ron camethroughto get the job
done.No matterhow long it took, how manytimesthe plan
changed, or how hard it rained, he made sure it worked out!



Information Technology

During the weekof August18 | wasblessedo haveJonatharhelp me.He washereaspartof a small
work teamfrom a churchin Alabama.The two other membersof this teamvolunteeredat the Nate
SaintMemorial School.lt was a hugeboostto me andwe were ableto get quite a bit of repairand
upgradework doneon staff members€@omputersThe otherrecentpieceof Information Technology
newsis the moveto a new e-mail server— again.When| beganworking asthe MAF IT specialistin
August2001,the first thing I did wasimplementa new e-mail system,asthe old systemwas out of
date. That systemservedus well for two years.But, in the meanwhile,MAF has standardizedn
differentsystemandonceagainit wastime to change The switchwentsmoothlyandl©nvery pleased
with our new server, especially the way it works so well with our slow connection to the Internet.

On The Beach

At the end of Augusttherewas a small group from Redlands,California visiting in Shell and the
jungle. GeneJordan,one of the MAF vice-presidentsalongwith two teensand a photographerhad
cometo film for a video. The purposeof the video is to encouragdgeensto getinvolved in missions.
Onedaytheyflew outto Tofiempadewherethey wenton a canoetrip to PalmBeach,the locationon
the Rio Curaraywhere Nate Saint and the other

four missionarieswere killed in ©560n the sand

bar the teensplayedpato pato gansowith someof

theWaoranikids. Most of you will know thatgame

as Duck Duck Goose.Wheneverl go to Waorani

territory, or hearof storiesfrom otherswho have

made a recenttrip, it never fails to makes me

wonder at God©svonderful plan. Fifty yearsago

the Waoraniwantednothingto do with outsiders.

They were called the auca which meanssavage,

and were feared by all. Now, becausefive men

werewilling to die, the Waoranihavethe Gospel,

and lives have been changedas many Waorani

have become God Followers.

Third Culture Kids

After havinglived in Shellfor threeyears,Dustin and Taylor are not fully Americanandthey©reaot
fully EcuadorianThey aresomewheren betweenjn a placethatis often calleda Third Culture.The
otherday Dustinand| wereriding the bushomefrom Quito. After threehoursthe buspulledinto the
Bafiosbus stationfor a ten minute stop. Dustin leanedout the window and boughta bowl of papas
fritas, or frenchfries, from alocal vendor.He immediatelybeganeatingthe fries, which werecovered
in catchupandmayo.A coupleminuteslater,asthe buswaspulling out of the station,he founda dead
fly in thefries. He figuredit musthavebeendeepfried with the potatoessono big deal.Pickingup the
fly with his plastic fork, he flicked it out the window — and continued right on eating his fries!

Onceagain,thankyou for your prayerson our behalf. Thankyou for giving to our ministry support.
You make it possible for us to be here, and we are grateful to have you on our team.
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